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DUBAI REALTY ALLIANCE

Dubai International
Property Buyer Kit

A practical 2026 planning guide for overseas buyers comparing ownership, costs,

ready and off-plan property, verification, funding and the next step.

Built for decisions, not sales claims.

Use this kit to prepare a buyer brief before requesting property options.



Dubai Realty Alliance - International Property Buyer Kit 2026 Page 2

1. Build the buyer brief first
Before looking at listings, define the purchase objective, total budget, funding route, income timing, acceptable

construction risk and likely exit. A well-defined brief prevents attractive marketing from replacing the investment

decision.

Decision Write down

Objective Rental income, long-term growth, personal use, relocation or residency planning

Budget Maximum property price plus registration, professional, financing, furnishing and

reserve costs

Funding Cash, mortgage or developer payment plan; currency-transfer route and timing

Timeline When funds are available and when the property should be usable or

income-producing

Risk Completed evidence versus off-plan delivery and future-supply exposure

Exit Likely future buyer, holding period and conditions that would change the plan

2. Understand what international ownership
means
Foreign buyers can generally purchase eligible property in Dubai's designated freehold areas. Verify the exact

ownership structure, property registration, contracting party and transaction route. Home-country tax, banking,

foreign-exchange and reporting obligations may still apply.

Do not treat a developer brochure, social-media post or agent message as proof of ownership

eligibility, current inventory, completion, rent or future value.
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3. Model the complete cash requirement

Cost category Planning question

Purchase price What is the written price for the exact unit and what incentives expire?

Registration What DLD, trustee, title and administrative charges apply?

Professional Are brokerage, conveyancing, valuation or legal-review costs included?

Financing What processing, mortgage registration, insurance and valuation costs apply?

Operation What are the service charges, management, maintenance, insurance and vacancy

assumptions?

Currency What exchange rate, bank fee, transfer limit and compliance delay should be

allowed?
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4. Ready versus off-plan

Ready property Off-plan property

Building, condition and operating history can be

inspected.

Payment may be spread across construction

milestones.

Achieved rent and service charges may be easier to

verify.

Completion, specification and future supply require

stronger verification.

Income may begin sooner after transfer and

preparation.

Income is delayed until completion, handover and

tenant placement.

Maintenance history and refurbishment needs matter. Contract, escrow, project registration and delay

remedies matter.

5. Verify before transferring funds
Use this minimum checklist:

1. Confirm the developer, broker and relevant license or registration.

2. Match the project and unit to official records and written documents.

3. Independently verify the payment recipient and applicable project escrow.

4. Review reservation and sale agreements, milestones, completion obligations, assignment, cancellation and

remedies.

5. Check service-charge assumptions, payment timing and all recurring costs.

6. Compare achieved rent, vacancy and competing supply - not only advertised yield.

7. Retain every receipt, version of the contract and material written representation.

6. Compare areas by demand engine

Area type Evidence to compare

Established central Building performance, achieved rents, service charges, age and resale depth

Family community Schools, parks, road access, villa or apartment supply and household demand

Waterfront Documented view and access, operating costs, future construction and price

premium

Growth corridor Operating employment and transport today versus long-term masterplan

assumptions
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7. Country-specific checks
Dubai ownership rules are only one side of a cross-border purchase. Before reserving, obtain advice

appropriate to your country of residence and citizenship.

Buyer location Issues to confirm independently

United States Worldwide-income reporting, foreign accounts or entities, financing and USD-to-AED

transfer controls

United Kingdom UK tax treatment, residency, source-of-funds, GBP-to-AED transfer and estate

planning

Canada Canadian tax residence, foreign-property reporting, rental income, CAD-to-AED

funding and sale treatment

India Foreign-exchange and remittance rules, tax reporting, source-of-funds and ownership

structure

Other countries Tax residence, foreign-asset reporting, banking approval, currency controls and

inheritance planning

8. Your next step
Prepare a short buyer brief using the first-page table, then request a matched shortlist. Ask for current unit

numbers, written prices, floor plans, payment schedules, service-charge assumptions, completion evidence and

the documents needed to verify the transaction.

Build your profile: dubairealtyalliance.com/investor-tools#matcher

International center: dubairealtyalliance.com/international-investors

Research: dubairealtyalliance.com/research-hub

Important: This guide is educational and is not legal, tax, financial, immigration or investment advice. Availability, fees, financing, project
status, rules and commercial terms change. Obtain transaction-specific advice and written verification before transferring funds.


